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The Murfreesboro Historical Association, Inc. held 

its 45th annual meeting luncheon on April 29th at 

Chowan University. President John Woodard 

reported on the Associationôs activities during the 

past year and presented single red roses to the  

following individuals who served ñabove and 

beyondò their regular volunteer positions: 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The audience was entertained by Bill Thompson, 

author of Sweet Tea, Fried Chicken & Lazy Dogs, 

as well as other books that depict North Carolinaôs  

southern heritage. His southern humor was enjoyed 

by all. 

 Mrs. Lynn Warren presented the slate of 

officers for the coming year: 

  

 President: John Woodard 

 Vice-President: Hal Thomas 

 Secretary: SuEllen Askew 

 Treasurer: Carol Lassiter 

The following members were recommended by the 

Nominating Committee to serve on the Board of 

Directors for a three year term ending 2014: 

 Susan Alston 

 Danny Blowe 

 Suzanne Brown 

 Lynette Bunch  

 Elizabeth Phillips 

 

Both Nominating Committee recommendations were 

accepted by the membership. 
 

# # # 
 

The Historic Murfreesboro Commission met prior to 

the MHA Annual Meeting. The following are the 

newly appointed members to the Commission: 

Kenneth L. Thomas 

Hiram Perkinson, III 

Kay Thomas 

Rachel Parker 

Garnette H. LeRoy 

 

Historic Murfreesboro Commission Officers: 

John Parker, Chairman 

Lynn Johnson, Vice-Chairman 

Frances Bunch, Treasurer 

Cliff Copeland, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MHA Annual Meeting  

Historic Murfreesboro Commission members and guests. 

Mary Etta Flowers SuEllen Askew 

Brenda Watson Sandra Woodard 

Carol Lassiter Edna Hammel 

Elizabeth Phillips Gertrude Revelle 

Janet Vincent Lynn Warren 

June Darden Ward Nancy Copeland 
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Dear Friends,  

 

As President of the Murfreesboro  

Historical Association, I thank you for  

the support being expressed in so many  

ways. Your enthusiasm is an essential ingredient  

for the vitality of the Association. Enthusiasm  

can be infectious so pass it on.  

  

We will be needing many of you to help in the Hot 

Fudge Cake Booth at the Watermelon Festival this 

year. Please plan to volunteer a shift or two. Itõs 

great òhotó fun for everyone. 

  

Something is always going on in the Historic 

District. Tours, meetings at various sites, and 

repairs help to keep it going and growing. Plan to 

share the District with your guests this summer and 

let them enjoy our beautiful town.  

  

Thank you again for your continued support.  

  

 

 

         John Woodard  

 

      MHA Executive Committee   
 

  President: John Woodard 

  Vice-President: Hal Thomas 

  Secretary: SuEllen Askew 

  Treasurer: Carol Lassiter 

  Property Managers: 

   Norman Buskill  

   Linwood Taylor  

   Lamar Van Brackle 

  Jefcoat Director: Colon Ballance 

  Office Administrator: Brenda Watson  

 

Call for Articles and Photos 
Members are encouraged to submit history-

related articles or photographs for publication 

in the Kingôs Landing. Submit your house 

histories, personal accounts of family members,  

significant photographs, etc., to the newsletter. 

Let future generations benefit from you! 

 

         *****  *****  *****  *****  *****   

 

 Publication Schedule 
The Kingôs Landing is published three times a 

year, in January, June and September.  Please 

submit articles, news briefs, photographs, etc.,  

in the month prior to publishing. 

 

         *****  *****  *****  *****  *****   

2011 Calendar of Events 
 

   

July 27-30 NC Watermelon Festival 

  Bingo, Hot Fudge, Chicken Dinner 
 

October-TBA Student Tours 
 

Oct. 8 & 9 Civil War Reenactment 
 

Oct. 21 & 22 Meherrin River Trail Ride 
 

November 15 Annual Soup & Sandwich 
 

Dec. 8 & 9 26th Annual Candlelight Christmas 

  ñHome for the Holidaysò 
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RIVERSIDE MANUFACTURING CO.  
WORLDôS LARGEST BASKET FACTORY 
MURFREESBORO, NORTH CAROLINA  

 
 From 1927 to 1995 millions of fruit and vegetable baskets and wire-bound crates were 
made at the giant basket factory that was located on East Broad Street in Murfreesboro, NC. At 
its peak years of production, over 600 employees worked annually at the factory thus making it 
the worldôs largest basket factory and the largest employer in the region, second only to Union-
Camp Corp. in nearby Franklin, Virginia. Baskets and other types of fruit and vegetable 
containers made here were literally sold all over the United States and some were shipped to 
Cuba. Hines, Campbellôs Soup, Stokley-Vann Camp and similar vegetable/fruit products 
companies ordered millions of baskets from this basket factory. The Byrd family of Virginia also 
ordered large quantities of baskets for use in their huge apple orchards that were located in the 
Valley of Virginia. The giant A & P Company ordered several hundred thousand baskets for 
display use in their supermarkets around the country.  
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
       
  
 
 
 Thirty different sizes and types of baskets and wire-bound crates were custom designed to 
match the exact volume and size requirements of the particular fruit or vegetable. An excellent 
example of this product diversity is seen in the fact that a special crate was made at the 
Murfreesboro basket factory for the fig growers in Michigan. This is the remarkable story of a 
product so simple yet so versatile, so adaptable, so usable and it enjoyed a universal appeal for 
many years. The basket was initially a product that began primarily as a farm produce container. 
There are almost a thousand and one uses around the house for baskets of one size or another. 
Toys, leaves, laundry, magazines, newspapers and many others found a home in Riverside made 
baskets. Name it and a basket could probably hold it as the basket had durability and rustic 
appeal. In later years, both baskets and wire-bound crates changed with the times and found 
strong markets not only in the fruit and vegetable companies but also in the seafood and poultry 
industries. In 1984, 17 percent of the Riverside basket factoryôs wire-bound crate sales were to 
poultry processors such as Watsonôs Poultry Processors in Siler City, NC. Baskets were utilized in 
the seafood industry for transporting and steaming oysters. 

  

Millions of bushel baskets were made at the 

worldôs largest basket factory, Riverside 

Mfg. Co., Murfreesboro, NC. 

Peck and half peck baskets made at the worldôs largest 

basket factory, Murfreesboro, NC. 



  

 Frank Stephenson is on the administrative 

staff at Chowan University and the basket 

factory book is his 25th on the region. Among his 

other titles are books on Richard Gatling, 

Moonshine, Chowan Beach, Chowan University, 

Herring Fishing, Chitlins, Hertford County 

Black Baseball Teams, the Murfreesboro 

Railroad, the Town of Murfreesboro, the Ahoskie 

Tobacco Market, Parkerôs Ferry, Perry-Wynns 

Fish Company, and Hertford County. The author 

has been a guest on National Public Television 

and National Public Radio a number of times 

concerning his books. Numerous magazines and 

newspapers, including the Wall Street Journal 

and the Washington Post, have published stories 

on his books. 

   ### 

The Murfreesboro Historical Association has an 

entire set of Riverside Manufacturing Company 

coins (see photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

($1, 50¢, 25¢, 10¢, 5¢, 1¢) on display at the 

William Rea Museum. These coins were used 

as legal tender by the employees of the basket 

company. Mr. William Whitley donated a set  

of the coins to MHA. 
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Baskets continued from page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1980s view of Riverside basket factory, Murfreesboro, NC 

 
The long and colorful run of making baskets 
and wire-bound crates at the giant basket 
factory in Murfreesboro, NC began to taper off 
in the late 1980s as cardboard and plastic 
containers began to chip away at the container 
shipping market. It was a sad day when the 
Murfreesboro, NC basket factory closed 
around 1995. Thousands of men and women 
had worked at this plant down through the 
years since it opened in 1927. Following the 
closure of the plant by Georgia-Pacific in the 
mid -1990s, several different businesses 
utilized the factory. Finally, around 1997, a 
case of yet unresolved arson destroyed most of 
the manufacturing part of the factory.  
 
 A pictorial book by Frank Stephenson 

on Riverside Manufacturing Company, 

Murfreesboro, NC the worldôs largest basket 

factory, was released at a book signing on 

Saturday, May 7, 2011, 9:00 am at Walterôs 

Grill, Murfreesboro, NC. The  book features 

scores of photographs of the basket factories 

J.M. Brown and Son in George, NC and 

Riverside Manufacturing Company, 

Murfreesboro, NC and tells the story of how 

basket manufacturing began in eastern North 

Carolina. The book can be ordered from 

Meherrin River Press at 252-398-3554 for $20 

a copy plus $5 for mailing. The book will also 

be available at Tunis Landing Bait Shop, 

Walterôs Grill, the Blue Front Shoppe, and the 

Brady C. Jefcoat Museum. 

  


