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       Once again in the spotlight, the D.C. Barnes 
Law Office is bustling with activity. The initial coat 
of paint was done by Frances VanBrackle with 
some help from Wayne Tucker. Thank you to all  of 
the volunteers who have helped with the building. 
Now the interior work is ongoing in keeping with 
recommendations made by Reid Thomas, 
Restoration Specialist, NC Historic Preservation 
Office. 
 The building will house the Print Shop 
Exhibit. As told by Ron Lackey in an earlier issue of 
the Kingôs Landing, ñNewspapers have been 
important to citizens of the óBorough,ô and 
surrounding regions, even before the incorporation 
of Murfreesboro on January 6, 1787.ò 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ñPhoto Courtesy of the BGE Collection at the Baltimore  
Museum of Industryò  

 

  
From the first newspaper published in 
Murfreesboro, the Hornetôs Nest (1812), to the last 
independent newspaper, the Daily Roanoke-
Chowan Times (1962), the town has enjoyed a 
local accounting of its people and activities for 150 
years. 
 We are in the process of photographing 
and identifying print shop equipment that has been 
donated. The intent is to have a working print shop 
that can give demonstrations during tours. We 
could not have started this venture without your  
help. Thank you! 

 

      Murfreesboro is truly a village saved by people who 

care. Thank you for being active participants. Hopefully, 

others of you will join in this restoration effort. ð  

Mrs. J.Guy Revelle, Jr. 

 

Donors to the D.C. Barnes Law Office Restoration  

to house the Print Shop Collection 

 

Anonymous 

Historic Murfreesboro Commission 

Mr. and Mrs. Colon Ballance 

Mrs. Holley Mack Bell 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Benthall, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Boyette 

Mr. and Mrs. Bynum R. Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Bryant, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bunch 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy Bunch 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Buskill 

The Reverend and Mrs. Tom Caulkins 

Mr. Earl Chappell, Jr. 

Mrs. J. William Copeland 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Craft 

Mr. and Mrs. David Csuzdi 

Mrs. Lela Darden 

Mr. Grady P. Davis, II 

Mrs. Brenda Davis 

Mrs. Charles DeLoatch, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dickerson 

Dr. Kirk Dickie 

Mrs. Diane Dixon 

Ms. Betty Duke 

Mr. Ryland S. Duke, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Earley 

Mr. and Mrs. James Eason 

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Eubank 

Mr. Ernest L. Evans 

Mr. and Mrs. George Evans 

Mrs. Richard Evans 

Dr. and Mrs. Garth Faile 

Captain and Mrs. David Farnham 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Felton 

Mr. and Mrs. John Fleishman 

Mr. and Mrs. William Futrell 

 

(Continued on Page 6) 

D.C. BARNES LAW OFFICE ð Print Shop Exhibit  
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Dear Friends,  

 

Your enthusiasm and willingness to  

help with our projects this summer  

was great. You are always appreciated!  

 

 Fall is a beautiful season and itõs just around 

the corner. Many opportunities are being planned 

and we will again need your assistance. The 

educational school tours scheduled in October are 

always fun. Also, many òtours by appointmentó are 

lined up throughout the remainder of the year.  

 

 There is always work going on in our District. 

Progress is being made on the D.C. Barnes Law 

Office presently and this building will house the 

planned Print Shop exhibit. Plan to walk through the 

District occasionally and enjoy our beautiful 

buildings. 

 

 I commend each of you who have donated 

many hours for the Murfreesboro Historical 

Association and appreciate your continued support.  

 

 Thank You.  John Woodard  

 

      MHA Executive Committee   
 

  President: John Woodard 

  Vice-President: Hal Thomas 

  Secretary: SuEllen Askew 

  Treasurer: John Sullin 

  Property Managers: 

   Norman Buskill  

   Linwood Taylor  

   Lamar Van Brackle 

  Jefcoat Director: Colon Ballance 

  Tour Director: Carol Lassiter  

  Office Administrator: Brenda Watson  

Call for Articles and Photos 
Members are encouraged to submit history-

related articles or photographs for publication 

in the Kingôs Landing. Submit your house 

histories, personal accounts of family members,  

significant photographs, etc., to the newsletter. 

Let future generations benefit from you! 

 

         *****  *****  *****  *****  *****   

 

 Publication Schedule 
The Kingôs Landing is published three times a 

year, in January, June and September.  Please 

submit articles, news briefs, photographs, etc.,  

in the month prior to publishing. 

 

         *****  *****  *****  *****  *****   

                                 Coming Events 
 

   

October 6 & 13 Student Tours 

 

October 22  Historic Murfreesboro  

   Commission 
 

 

November 5 & 6 Meherrin River Trail Ride 
 

November 9  Soup & Sandwich 
 

Dec. 9 & 10  Candlelight Christmas  

   ñSilver Bellsò ð 25th  
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2010 Candlelight Christmas  
25th Anniversary  
ñSilver Bellsò 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come celebrate our 25th Anniversary of 

Candlelight Christmas in Murfreesboro, 

NC. Tickets for 2010 Candlelight 

Christmas are now on sale! The price is 

$27.00 per adult and $10.00 for 

children (under 12). An information 

sheet/order form is enclosed.  

 

We have 12 venues to visit where you 

will be entertained by live Christmas 

music, eat delicious foods, enjoy 

beautifully decorated museums, homes, 

and buildings. Youõll feel the spirit of 

the holiday as you walk down paths lit by 

candlelight and meet and greet 

neighbors, friends, and strangers. Then 

you will top the evening off with a sit 

down dinner with all the trimmings: ham, 

turkey, dressing, sweet potatoes, collard 

greens. And just when you think youõre 

full, you must visit the Hertford 

Academy for a piece of cake and coffee 

and wonderful entertainment  before 

your trip back home.  
 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 

                  Christmas Bells 

    I HEARD the bells on Christmas Day  

    Their old, familiar carols play,  

        And wild and sweet  

        The words repeat  

    Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

    And thought how, as the day had come,  

    The belfries of all Christendom  

        Had rolled along  

        The unbroken song  

    Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

    Till ringing, singing on its way,  

    The world revolved from night to day,  

        A voice, a chime,  

        A chant sublime  

    Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

    Then from each black, accursed mouth  

    The cannon thundered in the South,  

        And with the sound  

        The carols drowned  

    Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

    It was as if an earthquake rent  

    The hearth-stones of a continent,  

        And made forlorn  

        The households born  

    Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

    And in despair I bowed my head;  

    "There is no peace on earth," I said;  

        "For hate is strong,  

        And mocks the song  

    Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 

    Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  

    "God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

        The Wrong shall fail,  

        The Right prevail,  

    With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

 

Written during the American Civil war, the above 

poem can be found in: 

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth. The Complete 

Poetical Works of Longfellow. Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin Company, 1893. 



  
 

MHA 

P.O. Box 3 

Murfreesboro, NC 27855 

A Cash & Carry chuck wagon will be available on 

the trail Saturday. As is tradition, this will be 

prepared by Mary Etta Flowers. This certainly is 

one of the highlights of the event. 

 

Activities include a moonlight ride (turned 

ñmoonlessò) on Friday night,  a DJ playing your 

favorite tunes, the Meherrin Indians performing on 

Saturday night, and a Sunday morning church 

service. 

 

New trails and some bridges have been added for 

your enjoyment.  

 

RIDE AT YOUR OWN RISK!  

Sponsors and landowners will not be liable for any 

accidents and/or loss of personal items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions?????? Call Brenda Watson at  

252-398-5922 or 252-398-7407 (cell). 

Location of ride: Farm located on Hwy. 35 just 

north of Severn, NC (turn on Royal Watson Road). 

Ride is located at the end of that road. From 

Virginia take Hwy. 35 South and it will be the first 

paved road on the left once you are in North 

Carolina. 
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Meherrin River Trail Ride  

Royal Watson Farms 

Severn, NC 27877 

November 5th & 6th, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready to ride? Please join us for our 

3rd trail ride on beautiful Native American 

land. The trail ride will officially kick off at 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 6, 2010. 

Gates open noon on Friday, November 5th 

with primitive camping available.  

The cost is $30.00 per rider or $15.00 for 

supper only. The meal is served Saturday from 

4:30 until 6:30 pm.  

The benefit ride is sponsored by The 

Murfreesboro Historical Association, Inc. and 

the Boykins Volunteer Fire Department. 

To help speed up check-in, please download 

and complete the liability/registration  

f o r m  a t  o u r  w e b s i t e :  

www.murfreesboronc.org/festsevents.htm 

Negative Coggins is required. Trail dogs are 

welcome. Annoying or aggressive dogs will 

not be tolerated. 

Make your check payable to: 

 

http://www.murfreesboronc.org/festsevents.htm
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Susan Emily Southall was a lifelong resident of 

Murfreesboro and is descended from the longstanding 

Southall and Pipkin families.  She was a popular and 

outspoken woman and was known affectionately as 

ñMiss Sueò by her friends and ñMammyò by her many 

children and grandchildren.  ñMiss Sueò was born in the 

ancient, yellow home on Broad Street known as Melrose 

in 1845 to well-to-do parents John Wesley and Mary 

Pipkin Southall.  She was introduced to music early in 

her life and developed her skills with the piano during 

her full education at Greensboro Female College, later at 

the local Methodist College prior to its destruction by 

fire, and finally at the Chowan Baptist Female Institute.  

She resided briefly in Franklin, Virginia, developing a 

close friendship with Rosena Lassiter. 

 

 When asked by her daughter-in-law, Annie 

Scarborough Lawrence, if she had any early suitors Miss 

Sue replied, ñOf course, wasnôt I rich?ò  However, her 

heart was always set on one man, Captain Lewis C. 

Lawrence.  While he hailed from a respectable family, 

Captain Lawrence was not wealthy enough for Miss 

Southallôs parentsô approval.  The elder Southalls 

repeatedly rejected marriage requests from Captain 

Lawrence and threatened to disinherit Susan if she 

eloped.  Despite this, after an extended courtship Miss 

Sue and the Captain were married in 1867 in the 

Murfreesboro area with the Southall parents absent.  The 

family must have reconciled themselves with the 

marriage quickly, for Miss Sueôs father John bought her 

156 acres in and around Murfreesboro as a wedding gift, 

and built them a home where they would raise their 

eight children.  Two of those children, John Southall and 

Carl Capehart Lawrence, lived their entire lives in 

Murfreesboro. 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately a schism developed in Miss Sueôs family 

following her fatherôs death in 1873.  He left his home, 

Melrose, to his wife Mary who in turn willed the home 

to her son from her first marriage, Colonel James M. 

Wynns.  Susan was greatly bothered at not inheriting 

her birthplace and the event created family discord 

between her, her half-brother and her mother which 

was never healed. 

 

 Captain Lawrence succumbed to a typhoid 

fever in 1908, which also nearly killed their son Frank 

at the same time.  Following her husbandôs death, Miss 

Sue spent her time devoted to her family, visiting her 

children each summer in a circuit through North and 

South Carolina.  While a well-liked woman, Miss Sue 

was quite ñold fashionedò and did not condone 

behavior she considered improper.  When told that a 

divorced woman was planning to call on her, Miss Sue 

refused to meet with the woman, stating ñI do not 

consider a divorced woman respectable!ò  Despite such 

feelings, Miss Sue was known as a charitable woman, 

giving freely to those in need regardless of race or 

station. 

 

 Mrs. Southall rarely missed Sunday service at 

the Methodist church. She spent much of her later years 

working with the Missionary and Ladies Aid Societies.  

Miss Sue also entertained many guests at her home in 

town, and performed on her piano for anyone who 

asked.  Even in her eighties she was renowned for her 

musical abilities and performed for a graduating class 

of Chowan students, as well as being featured on a 

Raleigh radio station. 

 

 Miss Sue passed away on 8/27/1938.  She is 

buried in the old Southall Cemetery established by her 

father John, next to the Hertford Academy.  Her legacy 

lives on in more than a few descendents living in the 

Carolinas and Virginia.   

 

NOTE: The author, Mr. Donald Rollman, can provide 

sources for the above information and seeks further 

information about this family. Mr. Rollman'sô father, 

Mr. Roger Rollman, is currently the owner of the 

Melrose home. 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Emily Southall  
By Donald Rollman 
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   (Southall continued from page 5)                   
 
NOTE: Miss Susan Emily Southall Lawrence 

passed away on August  16, 2010. She was buried 

beside her parents, Carl Capehart Lawrence and 

Bessie Aria Hancock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her obituary appeared in the News & Observer: 

 

Emily Southall Lawrence, of Richmond, died 

Monday, August 16, 2010. 

 A native of Murfreesboro, N.C., she was 

the daughter of Carl Capehart and Bessie Hancock 

Lawrence. Her brother, Carl Capehart Lawrence 

Jr., preceded her in death in September, 1980; and 

her sister, Corinne Lawrence Hudson, preceded her 

in death in June, 2005. 

 She was a member of Second 

Presbyterian Church and retired from the Boys and 

Girls Department of the Richmond Public Library. 

 She is survived by four nieces, Elizabeth 

Hudson Lester of Meadowview, VA, Susan 

Hudson Nixon of Zebulon, NC, Ivy Lawrence 

Russell of Cary, NC, and Bess Lawrence Terrell of 

Charlotte, NC; two great-nieces, Deborah Nixon 

and Sarah Nixon Fox; three great-nephews, John 

Stott Jr., Dwight Lawrence Lester and Capehart 

Terrell. 

 There will be no service. Burial will be in 

the Southall-Lawrence Cemetery, Murfreesboro, 

NC. 

 

 

 

Donors (continued from page 1) 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hammel 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Harris  

Mrs. Jack Hassell 

Ms. Linda Hassell 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Helsel 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hill 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Hill 

Mrs. Mary Lee Britt Hoyt 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hutchinson 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Jenkins, Jr. 

Mr. Wayland Jenkins 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Johnson 

Ms. Alice Eley Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Jones, Jr. 

Mr. W. Hugh Jones, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Colin Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Lassiter 

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Lewis 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lewter 

Mrs. Dee Hughes LeRoy 

Mr. Frederick Livermon 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Lowe 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Minton 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Parker 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Parker 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Parker 

Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Phillips, Jr. 

Mr. Bruce Pulliam 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rainey 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Revelle, III 

Mrs. Charles L. Revelle, Jr. 

Mrs. J. Guy Revelle, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Revelle, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Riddick Revelle 

Dr. and Mrs. Albert Roper, II 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Sawyer 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren G. Sexton 

Mr. and Mrs. John Sullin 

Mr. and Mrs. Linwood Taylor 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Tucker 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Vann 

Mr. and Mrs. William Shurley Vann 

Mr. Jesse E. Vaughan 

Mrs. Marvin Ward 

Mr. and Mrs. Parker Watson 

Mr. Gary Whitaker 

Mrs. Lucille Whitley 

Mr. and Mrs. John Woodard 

 

 

: http://

www.newsobserver.com/2010/08/18/634219/emily

-southall-lawrence.html#ixzz0yHrWg16D 

http://www.newsobserver.com/2010/08/18/634219/emily-southall-lawrence.html#ixzz0yHrWg16D
http://www.newsobserver.com/2010/08/18/634219/emily-southall-lawrence.html#ixzz0yHrWg16D
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